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UVA, Long & Foster Volunteers continued on page 2

Last spring, volunteers from Leadership Fairfax’s Emerg-
ing Leaders Institute planned, advertised, funded and 
presented a successful Career Services Day on April 8 at 

the Woodrow Wilson Library in Falls Church, as part of a year-
long mentoring program.
   Young government and business professionals met with 
Branch Manager Linda Schlekau and Assistant Branch Manager 
Mohammed Esslami to organize the day’s activities designed to 
teach job-seeking skills.         
   “They were quite attentive and came up with great ideas and 
greater resources,” says Schlekau, who had submitted an appli-
cation for the project to Leadership Fairfax.
   The group recruited speakers, created publicity, canvassed the 
neighborhood for interest and handed out fliers on street corners 
and wherever they thought the word should be spread.
   The Career Services Day included workshops in both Spanish 
and English on such topics as “Dress for Success,” “Interview 
Skills,” and “Resume Writing” in the branch’s computer lab.
   Thirty-five people, ranging in age from high school students to 
adults, attended the daylong workshop. Some were looking for 
a job; others wanted to change jobs. All thought it was a great 
success and would like to see a repeat event.

Guadelupe Vidals, of ShinyRides Auto Detailing; Kerri Morehart of Home 
Healthcare Services, Professional Healthcare Resources; and Audrey 
Witherspoon, with the Center for Performance Enhancement & Learn-
ing, SRA International, Inc. helped organize Career Services Day at the 
Woodrow Wilson Library in Falls Church.

Young Leaders Make Career Day a Success

Two super volunteer shelf-reading teams recently descended on 
the Dolley Madison Library. New to the branch was a small 
but enthusiastic group of University of Virginia alums and 

family members who connected with the library through the Univer-
sity of Virginia Club of Washington’s Web site. 
   Coordinator Rob Graham contacted Dolley Madison Branch Man-
ager Carolyn Heyer, explaining that the club has a strong community 
service commitment. He asked to list a volunteer opportunity at the 
branch on the club’s Web site. As a result, four alums, ranging from 
the class of ’75 to the class of ’05, as well as one alum daughter 
(maybe a future Wahoo?) chose to spend a beautiful Saturday morn-
ing in June getting some of the branch’s collection in better order. 
One chose the opportunity because it was “close to home,” and an-
other said it was because she “loves libraries.”  Whatever the reasons, 
they contributed a total of nine hours and read over 70 shelves during 
their visit.

UVA, Long & Foster Volunteers 
at Dolley Madison

University of Virginia alums and family helped get shelves in order at 
the Dolley Madison Library in McLean in June. The group included 
Joseph Bracken, Katherine Bracken, Rob Graham and Mary Taylor.



   The following week, Long & Foster’s Elm Street office dis-
patched 14 realtors, led by manager Paul Gale, for the company’s 
Community Service Day. The group contributed 25 hours and 
read 162 shelves in the “neediest” areas of the branch, including 
picture books, of course. This is the third time Long & Foster has 
chosen Dolley for its Community Service Day efforts, and many 
of their McLean staff members are now familiar faces at the 
branch. Dolley Madison can’t thank them enough!        
        – Carolyn Heyer,  Dolley Madison Library
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Datatel Volunteers Help 
Library’s Foundation 

Datatel, a Fairfax technology company, supports the library 
in a variety of ways, donating its employees’ time, as 
well as offering financial support for library initiatives. 

Since 1993, the firm has sponsored an annual Community Service 
Day, encouraging employees to volunteer at local organizations. 
In 2006, Datatel employees volunteered at several non-profit 
organizations, including the Fairfax County Public Library.
   On April 29, Datatel volunteers Ana Borray, David Schroeder, 
Jane Burke, Shanti Huber, Lakshoni N. Kavasseri and Florence 
Upson helped stock tables and assist cashiers at the Friends of the 
Reston Regional Library book sale. Thanks to their efforts, the 
Friends raised more than $28,000. A week later, another Datatel 
team helped the Friends of the Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library 
at their monthly book sale. Susan Koch, Sameer Bhide, Monica 
Bhide, DeAnn Jelinek, Lydia Ketkar, Ashlee Richey and Florence 
Upson assisted in consolidating books and breaking down the 
sale, once it was over. 
   “Community service has always been an extremely important 
way for Datatel employees to give back to their community,” said 
H. Russell Griffith, Datatel president and CEO. “It is an integral 
part of our corporate culture and values.”
   In addition to its employees’ time, Datatel has donated $8,500 
to support literacy outreach, library foundation events, and most 
recently, online “Homework Help” on the library’s Web site.

East Meets West

Ted Kavich, assistant branch manager at the Martha Washington 
Library in Alexandria, poses with Liberty’s Promise intern Janet 
Marroquin and volunteers Brittnay Anderson and Danielle Clarke 
at the branch’s Japanese Children’s Day on April 22. Liberty’s 
Promise assists young immigrants between the ages of 15 and 21 
by offering eight-to-12 week internships at locations such as the 
library. Five Liberty’s Promise interns worked in library branches 
last spring.

Long & Foster volunteers Florann Audia, Paul Gale, Kathleen Hanrahan 
and Kim Moelk were among 14 real estate agents from the Elm Street of-
fice in McLean who helped straighten shelves on June 16.

UVA, Long & FosterVolunteers, continued

Datatel volunteers helped break down the Friends of the Tysons-
Pimmit Regional Library monthly book sale in April. 



Apply for Training 
Scholarships

Volunteers who would like to at-
tend a class or seminar related to 
their volunteer work can apply 

for a scholarship from the Fairfax County 
Public Library Foundation, Inc. The next 
deadline for applications is December 15, 
2006 for events taking place six months 
before or after this date.
     The Library Foundation’s Friends 
Scholarship Fund provides several scholar-
ships a year ranging from $150 to $750 to support the continu-
ing education of volunteers and staff within the Fairfax County 
Public Library. 
     Scholarships may be used for registration, travel and related 
expenses to attend seminars, conferences, lectures, meetings, 
adult education classes or college and university classes when not 
enrolled in a formal degree program. Attendance at such events 
must benefit the library in a demonstrable fashion.
     The characteristics factoring into the merit selection of an 
individual for a scholarship will include:
● Length of service,
● Stated commitment to the library, and;
● Stated value of the scholarship event to the organization and 
the individual. 
     Volunteers are encouraged to apply. For more information 
and forms, please visit the Fairfax County Public Library 
Foundation’s Web site at www.fcplfoundation.org; contact 
the foundation by phone at 703-324-8300; or e-mail info@
fcplfoundation.org.
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Get Ready! Teen Volunteer Fairs

Need to fulfill volunteer community service hours? In October, middle and high school students can visit four teen volunteer 
fairs sponsored by the Fairfax County Public Library and Volunteer Fairfax.
 Last year, more than 30 organizations were represented at the various fairs, including groups such as the American Red Cross, 

the Capital Area Food Bank, the Fairfax County Park Authority, the Feline Foundation, the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club and Inova 
Fairfax Hospital.  Check with a specific branch to learn which organizations will be at each fair. Here’s the schedule: 

●   October 3 at 7 p.m. George Mason Regional Library, 7001 Little River Turnpike, Annandale,   
 703-256-3800; 
●   October 5 at 7 p.m. Pohick Regional Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road, Burke, 
 703-644-7333; 
●   October 7  at 2 p.m. Thomas Jefferson Library, 7415 Arlington Boulevard, Falls Church 
 703-573-1060; 
●   October 14 at 3 p.m. Centreville Regional Library, 14200 St. Germaine Drive, 703-830-2223. 

The events are free and no registration is required. For general information about volunteering 
at the Fairfax County Public Library, call 703-324-8332 or check the library’s Web site at www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/library.

Local Volunteer Administrators 
Honor Sue Guignard
Sue Guignard, the circulation manager and volunteer co-
ordinator at the Martha Washington Library in Alexandria, 
was recently honored by the Northern Virginia Associa-
tion of Volunteer Administrators with its Sandra Lee Fitch 
Volunteer Administrator of the Year Award. The award 
recognizes leaders in the field of volunteer administration 
within the organization’s membership.

Teens sign in at last year’s volunteer 
fair at the George Mason Regional 
Library in Annandale.

Sue Guignard 
(center) poses 
with two NVAVA 
board members 
after receiving the 
group’s, Adminis-
trator of the Year 
Award.



Volunteer Opportunities

The Fairfax County Public Library is recruiting volunteers. Please help the agency advertise its 
opportunities by clipping this list and sharing it with friends, family, neighbors, coworkers, workplace 
volunteer programs, schools, clubs or houses of worship – wherever someone may be able to help.

Show of Hands is published by the Fairfax County 
Public Library, 12000 Government Center Parkway, 
Suite 324, Fairfax, VA 22035, 703-324-3100. Contact 
the Director of Volunteer Programs, Kate Wanderer,

at 703-324-8332 or kate.wanderer@fairfaxcounty.gov. Visit the 
library’s Web site at: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library.

Reasonable accommodations will be made upon request.  Call 
703-324-8380 or TTY 703- 324-8365.
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Training is available for all positions. For 
information, contact Kate.Wanderer@
fairfaxcounty.gov; 703-324-8332. To visit the 
volunteer section of the library’s Web site, or to 
apply online, go to the library’s Web site: 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library. Click on “Do 
You Know…How to Volunteer at the Library?”

Annandale
Teach MS Office Suite at the George Mason Regional Library, 
7001 Little River Tpk, Adults. 703-256-3800 or e-mail 
Nancy.Ehlke@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Burke
Sort, sell & have some fun at the semi-annual Kings Park 
Library Friends book sale. The library is located at 9000 Burke 
Lake Rd.  The next sale will be held November 2, 3 and 4, 2006. 
Volunteers are needed to unpack, sort and help at the sale. A 
three-hour minimum obligation is requested. Please contact book 
sale coordinator Bonnie Ketch at 703-250-4914 or e-mail her at 
bonnieketch@msn.com.

“Weeders and Readers” are needed to help with gardening and 
landscaping projects at the Pohick Regional Library on Tues-
day mornings. A Master Gardener is also needed to work with 
“Weeders and Readers” to coordinate planting, landscaping and 
maintenance of library grounds. Contact Karen Knopes at 703-
690-2039.

“Adopt the Library Grounds” volunteers are needed at the 
Pohick Regional Library to keep the area free of litter and debris. 
Contact Gari Plehal at 703-644-7333, ext. 206.
 
Chantilly
Work behind the scenes and volunteer with the library’s Interli-
brary Loan Office. Help open incoming packages; filing, general 
office duties. Hours/days flexible, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. M-F. 
Four-month commitment. Technical Operations at the Chantilly 
Regional Library, 4000 Stringfellow Rd. 703-222-3124 or e-mail 
Susan.Bleistein@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Fairfax
Check books in and out at Access Services, Fairfax County 
Government Center, 12000 Government Ctr. Pkwy., Suite 123. 
Requires computer skills. Must be available during weekday 
daytime hours. Adults.  703-324-8380 or e-mail Beena.Pan-
dey@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Scan community newspapers for articles about the Fairfax 
County Public Library at Library Administration, Fairfax Coun-
ty Government Center, 12000 Government Ctr. Pkwy., Suite 
324. Weekday daytime hours. Two to three hours per week. 
Adults. 703-324-8305 or e-mail Kay.Garrison@fairfaxcounty.
gov.

Help process gift books at the Fairfax City Regional Library, 
3915 Chain Bridge Rd. Add gift book copies to the library’s da-
tabase and cover hardback books. Training provided. Requires 
computer skills. Library experience preferred. Must be available 
for at least a year. Adults. Contact Pam Johnson at 703-293-
6227 or e-mail Pam.Johnson@fairfaxcounty.gov.
 
Springfield 
Offer computer instruction at the Richard Byrd Library, 7250 
Commerce St. Adults. 703-451-8055 or e-mail Jerry.Herrera@
fairfaxcounty.gov.
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Many branches also seek volunteers to 
organize shelves (ages 12 and up, or as 
a family); help the children’s depart-

ment by preparing program materials (ages 14 and 
up); check in books (adults); or, with MLS degree, 
provide support for the information department in 
providing reference service. 


